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A new approach to addiction JELEEUTATFL0 IRV

Hanover County’s
Adult Recovery
Court is now fully
operational

PAYTON KIFUS
Staff Writer

Hanover County’s first
Adult Recovery Court has
been put into action.

The program is a locally
based effort that serves as
an alternative to incarcera-
tion for those convicted of
felonies who also have a
history of substance abuse.
The program is a multidis-
ciplinary effort and involves
ateam, led by Hanover Cir-
cuit Court judges, consist-
ing of professionals in the
substance abuse disorder
treatment, probation su-
pervision and law enforce-
ment fields. Local prosecu-
tors are also involved in the
process.

The Recovery Court
combines accountability
and treatment to support
offenders and encour-
ages them to enact posi-
tive change. The program
seeks to improve the over-
all community by stopping
drug-related crime and re-
cidivism.

“The goal is to address
drug addiction through
treatment, intensive com-
munity supervision, case
management, drug testing,
court appearances, behav-
ioral sanctions, incentives
and mental health ser-
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Hanover’s new Recovery Court combines accountability and
treatment to support offenders and encourages them to enact
positive change. The program seeks to improve the overall
community by stopping drug-related crime and recidivism.

vices,” said Maranda Tyler,
Director of Hanover Com-
munity Corrections. “The
program intends to use this
evidence-based approach
to enhance public health,
participant welfare and
public safety”

The County in 2017 im-
plemented a pilot program
for the Recovery Court,
which remained in opera-
tionuntil2019. The program
at the time had no funding.
However, Hanover Circuit
Court Judges continued
to push for support of this
program, as they contin-
ued to see felony offenders
struggling with addiction.

As aresult, seven offend-
ers, allunder 40-years-old,
successfully completed the
program and “graduated”

“This pilot program saw
lives change and families
reunited,” said Tyler. “Par-

ticipants paid their fines off,
became gainfully employed,
and secured housing”

Conversations about re-
implementing the Recovery
Court Model started in Au-
gust 2023. After the County
was able to secure a team
of professionals, organiz-
ers began officially moving
forward with the program in
December 2023.

As of July 1,2024, the
program is now in full op-
eration. The Recovery Court
plans to start with a maxi-
mum of 12 on-going active
participants, with plans to
expand the program in the
following year.

“Hanover County is
dedicated to combating the
opioid crisis and the Adult
Recovery Court is a major
component of the overall
opioid response strategy,’
said Tyler.

Statistics
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Troopers arrested 36
drivers for operating under
the influence of alcohol or
drugs during the July Fourth

holiday period last year.
DRIVE SMART reported
that 4,400 people were in-
jured and 293 were killed as
the result of alcohol-related
traffic crashes in Virginia
during all of 2023.

“With just a few drinks

you could be too impaired
to safely drive,” Tenem-
baum noted. “So, desig-
nate before you celebrate!
Plan to use a rideshare app
or designate a sober driver
before kicking off the holi-
day weekend.”
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8170 ATLEE ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111

OPEN ALL WEEKEND

MONDAY JULY 1ST - FRIDAY JULY 5TH
10AM - 8PM
SATURDAY JULY 6TH
1AM - 8PM

SUNDAY JULY 7TH
12PM - 5PM
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