
VIRGINIA:  
 
 In the Supreme Court of Virginia held at the Supreme Court Building in the  
City of Richmond on Wednesday the 28th day of April 2021.  
 
 It is ordered that the Rules heretofore adopted and promulgated by this Court and now in 

effect are hereby amended, effective immediately. 

 Amend Section IV, Paragraphs 13.1, 16, and 19 of the Rules for Integration of the 

Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of Court to read as follows: 

 

13.1. Suspension for Failure to Complete Professionalism Course. 
Each person admitted to the Virginia State Bar on or after July 1, 1988, as an active 

member shall complete the course of study prescribed by the Executive Committee of the 

Virginia State Bar and approved by the Supreme Court of Virginia on the Rules of 

Professional Conduct and the lawyer’s broader professional obligations, and any active 

member who fails to complete the course shall be suspended unless an extension is 

obtained for good cause shown. Such course of study shall be funded by attendance fees 

paid by those attending the course. 

Any active member licensed after June 30, 1988, and any other member who changes 

his or her membership to active status shall complete the required course within  twenty-

four months of becoming an active member. Failure to comply with this Rule shall 

subject the active member to the penalties set forth in Paragraph 19 herein. 

“Good cause shown” as used herein shall include illness, hospitalization or such other 

cause as may be determined by the Executive Committee, whose determination shall be 

final. The Executive Director of the Virginia State Bar is authorized to grant extensions 

for compliance with this paragraph until the next Executive Committee meeting. Any 

determination by the Executive Committee or the Executive Director may be reviewed by 

the Supreme Court on request of the member seeking an extension. 

The amendments effective March 1, 2017, authorize the VSB executive director to 

grant, for good cause shown, an extension request from a member who fails to complete 

the Professionalism Course by the deadline. 
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16. Clients’ Protection Fund.  
The Council may establish a Clients’ Protection Fund for the purposes of reimbursing 

all or part of losses sustained by a client or other person or entity to whom a fiduciary 

duty is owed as a result of dishonest conduct of a member of the Virginia State Bar. The 

Board shall be appointed by Council, and shall receive, hold, manage, invest and 

distribute funds appropriated to it by Council or otherwise received, in accordance with 

procedures established by Council. 

Effective July 1, 2021, each active member of the Virginia State Bar shall be assessed a 

required fee of $5 for the Clients’ Protection Fund on the bar’s annual dues statement. 

The fee shall be in addition to each member’s annual dues as prescribed in Part 6, Section 

IV, Paragraph 11 of these rules, and it shall be paid on or before the 31st day of July each 

fiscal year. 

All monies collected under this Paragraph 16 shall be accounted for and paid into the 

State Treasury of Virginia and transferred by the bar from the Treasury to the Clients’ 

Protection Fund. The bar shall report annually on or about January 15 to the Supreme 

Court of Virginia on the financial condition of the Clients’ Protection Fund, and the 

assessment will be discontinued whenever directed by the Court. 

Failure to comply with the requirements of this Paragraph 16 shall subject the active 

member to penalties set forth in Part 6, Section IV, Paragraph 19 of these rules. 

19. Procedure for the Administrative Suspension of a Member. 
Whenever it appears that a member of the Virginia State Bar has failed to comply with 

any of the Rules of Court relating to such person's membership in the bar, the Secretary-

Treasurer shall mail a notice to the member advising of the member's noncompliance and 

demanding (1) compliance within sixty (60) days of the date of such notice and (2) 

payment of a delinquency fee of $25, for each Rule violated, provided, however, that the 

delinquency fee for an attorney who does not comply with the timely completion 

requirements of Paragraphs 13.2 and 17 (C) of these rules shall be $100, and the 

delinquency fee for an attorney who does not comply with the certification requirements 

of Paragraphs 13.2 and 17 (D) of these rules shall be $100, and shall increase by $100 on 
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February 1 for noncompliance with the certification requirements. The notice shall be 

mailed to the member at his or her address of record with the Virginia State Bar. 

In the event the member fails to comply with the directive of the Secretary-Treasurer 

within the time allowed, the Secretary-Treasurer will then mail a notice to the member by 

certified mail to advise (1) that the attorney's membership in the bar has been 

administratively suspended and (2) that the attorney may no longer practice law in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia or in any way hold himself or herself out as a member of the 

Virginia State Bar. Thereafter the attorney's membership in the Virginia State Bar may be 

reinstated only upon showing to the Secretary-Treasurer (1) that the attorney has 

complied with all the Court's rules relating to his or her membership in the bar and (2) 

upon payment of a reinstatement fee of $75 for each Rule violated, provided, however, 

that the reinstatement fee for an attorney who was suspended for noncompliance with 

Paragraphs 13.2 and 17 of these rules shall be $250, and shall increase by $50 for each 

subsequent such suspension, not to exceed a maximum of $500. 

Whenever the Secretary-Treasurer notifies a member that his or her membership in the 

bar has been administratively suspended, the Secretary-Treasurer shall also (1) advise the 

Chief Judges of the circuit and district in which the attorney has his or her office, as well 

as the clerks of those courts and the Clerk of the Supreme Court, of such suspension and 

(2) publish notice of the suspension in the next issue of the Virginia Lawyer Register. 

An administrative suspension shall not relieve the delinquent member of his or her 

annual responsibility to attend continuing legal education programs or to pay his or her 

dues to the Virginia State Bar. 
                                    A Copy, 
 
                                 Teste: 
 
      Douglas B. Robelen, Clerk 

                        By:   
      Deputy Clerk 


