VIRGINIA:
in tIU Sup'tellte &wd oJ VVuJinia frJd at tIU Sup'tellte &wd 9Juil.dUuj in tIU
eibJ oJ 9licJinwml on W~dmj tIU 31~t dmj oJ .Mmj, 2017.
It is ordered that the Rules heretofore adopted and promulgated by this Court and now in
effect be and they hereby are amended to become effective August 1, 2017.

Amend Rule 1:Al to read as follows:

Rule lA:1. Admission to Practice in This Commonwealth Without Examination.
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Regulations Governing Applications for Admission to Virginia Bar Pursuant to Rule of
the Supreme Court of Virginia lA:l, Effective August 1,2017.
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THRESHOLD REQUIREMENTS
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4. Practice oflaw. For purposes of admission without examination, "practice oflaw"
ordinarily shall mean (i) private practice as a sole practitioner or for a law firm, legal
services office, legal clinic, or similar entity; (ii) practice as an attorney for a corporation,
limited liability company, partnership, trust, individual or other entity, provided such
practice involved the primary duties of furnishing legal counsel, drafting legal documents
and pleadings, interpreting and giving advice regarding the law, and preparing, trying or
presenting cases before courts or administrative agencies; (iii) practice as an attorney for
the federal or a state or local government with the same primary duties as described
above regarding attorneys for a corporation; (iv) employment as a judge for the federal or
a state government; (v) service as a judicial law clerk for a state or federal court; or (vi)
service on active duty in a branch of the armed forces of the United States as a judge
advocate or law specialist, as those terms are defined in the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, 10 U.S.c. § 801, as amended, provided that such position requires a valid license
to practice law and involves the same primary duties as described above regarding

attorneys for a corporation. With the exception of the positions described in (iv) and (v)
above, qualifying law practice must have involved an attorney-client relationship and,
with the exception of the positions described in (iv), (v) and (vi) above, must have
occurred subsequent to having been issued a license to engage in the general practice of
law in the jurisdiction where the law practice was conducted.
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